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Jallian Wala Bagh Massacre and the Birth of
Revolutionary Terrorism in the Indian Freedom
Struggle
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Abstract The Jallianwala Bagh Massacre provoked a violent
current of horror and dismay all over the countryhe scale of
destruction caused by the massacre agitated thepfeeto revolt
against the British in a more rigid manner. They wepeepared in
mind and body to pass through the severest orde@lse large
band of revolutionaries of the freedom struggle whleose a life of
exile for many years- some for their life far awayofm their
mother land- yeoman’s service to the cause of Indikeedom by
propagating true facts about the nature of British Ruin India to
people hitherto kept an ignorance or misled by tHalse
propaganda of the British and succeeded in evokihg sympathy
of the British. It is they who set an example befdree Indians by
sacrificing their own life. This paper is an attemga bring out the
hardships underwent by the Indians at the time of ssacre and
how it ignited them to fight for the nation’s freedo.

Index Terms Violent current of horror, revolutionaries,

national movement, Independence.

[. INTRODUCTION

2. To trace the role of revolutionary terrorism towsard
Indian Nationalism.

B. Hypothesis

The Jallian Wala Bagh Massacre was instrumentpliere
heading the success of the revolutionary terroriemaement
during Independence.

C. Sources of Study

The research entirely depends on Secondary Sources.
Secondary Source include books related to Jallin®agh
Massacre and the Rise of Nationalism. Ample websired
blogs have also been referred.

II. JALLIANWALA BAGH MASSACREAND ITS
IMPACTS

The 1919 Amritsar Massacre, known alternativelythaes
Jallianwala Bagh massacre after the Jallianwala hBag
(Garden) in the northern Indian city of Amritsaswodered

The indian Freedom Struggle is contemporary worl@y General R.E.H. Dyer. On Sunday April 13, 1919clh

history’s much talked about and in fact an insginpeople’s
movement for colonialisation and evils of impesai. As
India surges the path of progress, it is importankeep in
mind of how it emerged as a nation. The freedomemnmnt
that stemmed from the autocratic and despotic aatfirule
by the Britishers swept the minds of the commoneiadia
who for so long were subjected to heinous tortunel a
brutalism in the hands of those who arrived in&na traders
in 1600's.

The freedom movement although led by the Moderat

leaders of the Indian National Congress, nonethelk® had
many leaders with revolutionary thoughts and ideapired
from the history of their ancestors and even ob¢hleaders
from other nations to rise vehemently against egpgion. The
people were passing through a sense of frustradiot
pessimism after agitation and demonstration, agains

happened to be ‘Baisakhi’, one of Punjab’s largekgious
festivals, fifty British Indian Army soldiers, comanded by
Brigadier-General Reginald Dyer, began shootingaat
unarmed gathering of men, women, and children witho
warning. Dyer marched his fifty riflemen to a raldeank and
ordered to kneel and fire. Dyer ordered soldiergtoad their
rifles several times and they were ordered to shodill.
Official British Raj sources estimated the fatabtat 379, and
with 1,100 wounded. Civil Surgeon Dr. Williams Ddeddy
pdicated that were 1,526 casualities. Howeverctnesality
number quoted by the Indian National Congress wagem
than 1,500, with roughly 1,000 killed.

On April 13, the holiday of Baisakhi, thousands of
Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims gathered in the Jallidavigagh
(garden) near the Harmandir Sahib in Amritsar. 8ktls is a
Sikh festival, commemorating the day that Guru @&dbi

Rowlatt Bills, the Non-cooperation and the KhilafatSingh founded the Khalsa Panth in 1699, and alswkras

Movement had not borne the desired results. Se tives a
revival of the revolutionary and the terrorist mment in the
country, which succeeded the Jallianwala Bagh Massa

A. Objectives

1. To analyze the impact of Jallian Wala Bagh Massgrcre A

the rise of Revolutionary Freedom Struggle.
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the ‘Birth of Khalsa'. During this time people cbrate by
congregating in religious and community affairsd ahere
may have been a large number who were unawareeof th
political meeting.

Commencement of Violence

An hour after the meeting began as scheduldd3at pm,
General Dyer marched a group of sixty-five Gurkhal a
twenty-five Baluchi soldiers into the Bagh, fiftf vhom
were armed with rifles. Dyer had also brought twmared
cars armed with machine guns, however the vehiedze
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Stationed outside the main gate as they were unaldater
the Bagh through the narrow entrance.

The Jallianwala Bagh was bounded on all the sides
houses and buildings and had a few narrow entranuest of
which were kept permanently locked. The main ercganas
relatively wider, but was guarded y the troops leachy the
armoured vehicles. General.O.Dyer ordered troopsegin
shooting without warning or any order to dispermsed to
direct shooting towards the densest sections ofritved. He
continued the shooting approximately 1,650 roundsll,
until ammunition was almost exhausted.

B. The Uncountable Deaths

Apart from the many deaths directly from shootirag,
number of people died in stampedes at the narroesga by
jumping into the solitary well on the compound sz&pe the
shooting. A plaque in the monument at the site upeafter
independence, says that 120 bodies were pulledfotite
well. The wounded could not be moved from wherg theve
had fallen, as a curfew had been declared- many mhied
during the night.

The number of deaths caused by the shooting isudidp
While the official figure given by the British ingy into the
massacre is 379 deaths, the method used by thayirtas
been subject to criticism. Officials were taskedhwiinding
who had been killed during July1919, three monfter dhe
massacre, by inviting inhabitants of the city toumeer
information about those who participated would dentified
as having been present at the meeting, and sortie afead
may not have had close relations in the area. Auxditly, a
senior civil servant in the Punjab interviewed g members
of the committee admitted that the actual figureldobe
higher.

C. Steps Taken by INC

Since the official figures were likely flawed codsiing the
size of the crowd (15,000- 20,000), nhumber of rausdot
and period of shooting, the politically interestaudian
National Congress instituted a separate inquirytobwn,
with conclusions that differed considerably frome th
Government’s. The causality number quoted by the s
more than 1,500, with approximately 1,000 kille@spite the
Government’'s best efforts to suppress informatiérthe
massacre, news spread elsewhere in India and wedbasp
outrage ensued; however, the details of the masstidrmnot
become known in Britain until December 1919.

As per regimental diaries kept by the Gorkha Battal
adjutants in the British Indian Army, the plan tibaak the
gathering in Amritsar was claimed to have beergaigd by
the news of a mob attack on a British schoolteagherwood
on April 9, which was later shown to be merely acuse used
by an incensed Dyer who commanded a brigade inbpea
Jalandhar and the Lt Governor of Punjab Michael y@D
who were convinced that they faced an imminentathc#
mutiny in Punjab on the scale of 1857.

D. O. Dyer’s Cruelty

Back in his headquarters, General Dyer reportedniso
superiors that he had been “confronted by a reiolaty
army”.

r

ubnary Terrorism in the Indian Freedom Struggle

In a telegram sent to Dyer, British Lieutenant-Goee of
Punjab, Sir Michael O’'Dyer wrote: “Your actiongsrrect.
hieutenant Governor approves.”

O’Dyer requested that martial law be imposed upon
Amritsar and other areas; this was granted by tloerdy,
Lord Chelmsford, after the massacre. The “crawtnder”
was posted on August 19 under the auspices ofahkaiv.

Dyer was messaged to appear before the Hunter
Commission, a commission of inquiry into the massdhat
was ordered to convene by Secretary of State thaedwin
Montagu, during late 1919. Dyer said before the misgion
that he came to know about the meeting at theadattla
Bagh at 12:40 hours that day but did not attemptéwent it.

He stated that he had gone to the Bagh with thibetate
intention of opening fire if he found a crowd asbéad there.

He stated that he did not make any effort to temdhe
wounded after the shooting: “Certainly not. It visa$ my job.
Hospitals were open and they could have gone there.

The Hunter Commission did not award any penal nor
disciplinary action because Dyer’s actions werectuaded by
various superiors (later upheld by the Army Coyncil
However, he was finally found guilty of a mistakestion of
duty and relieved of his command.

E. Impact of the Massacre

Mass riots erupted in Punjab and the govermnetdpthce
five of the districts under martial law. Eventuadly enquiry
committee after its Chairman, Lord Hunter, held &ah
Dyer guilty of a mistaken notion of duty, and heswalieved
of his command and prematurely retired from theyarfie
Indian National Congress held its annual sessidreicember
1919 at Amritsar and called upon the British Gowegent to
“take early steps to establish a fully responsgneernment
in India in accordance with the principle
self-determination.”

The Jallianwala Bagh massacre provoked s violement
of horror and dismay all over the country. The scaf
destruction caused by the massacre agitated thelgpéom
revolt against the British in a more rigid mannigre freedom
movement although led by the Moderate LeaderseofNiC,
nonetheless also had many leaders with revolutjonar
thoughts and ideas inspired from the history oir thecestors
and even of those leaders from other nations te ris
vehemently against oppression.

of

lll. RISE AND GROWTH OF REVOLUTIONARY

TERRORISM

The Revolutionary Terrorist Movements was largélg t
outcome of the same set of causes which gave oighet
extremist wing in the national politics. Only the
revolutionaries wanted quicker results and discedirthe
value of moderates and low-grade pressure.
revolutionaries believed that the British rule vaestructive
of all that is worthwhile in national life- politat liberties,
religious freedom, morality and Indian culture. Thb it is
difficult to pinpoint the political philosophy of he
revolutionary terrorist in different parts of Indiaut they are
one common aim was freedom from the British rule.

The
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In the words of Francis Gunthur, “The Indian Reviolu is
the first entirely above-ground revolution in histdhat has
undeviating followed a policy of using wholly horrable
Means to achieve its ends- a revolution in whiclansewere
held to be as important as the end- a revolutidghomt hate,
without terror, without a spy system, without trieexy,
without assassination- a revolution in which ai thabitual
evils of revolution were ruled out.”

A. Causes for Revolutionary Terrorism

There were many causes for the rise of revolutipasd
terrorist movements in the country. The sacrifitesle by the
Indians on that occasion gave inspiration to folldveir
example. There was a general awakening in theintcpin
the second half of the nineteenth century and gesiarted
thinking in terms of ending the foreign rule at @ogt, even if
the use of force was necessary for that purpose tififidity
of the moderates exasperated the youth of Indiathed
decided to take to violence to turn out the forengrfrom the
country.

Many men in India were convinced that the Britigkerin
India could not be ended by constitutional methants force
had to be employed for that purpose. These rewulaties
believed in the philosophy of bomb or pistol in dvad and
the Gita in the other.

B. Rise of Revolutionary Terrorism
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Tilak played an important part in furthering theisa of the
revolutionary movement in Maharashtra. To quotef.Pro
Bhanu, “We are all striving to regain our lost ipdaedence,
and this terrible loss is to be uplifted by uscalinbination. If
anyone be crushing down the country from above haut
off.” On the same occasion, Tilak called upon teegle to
“rise above the Penal Code into the rarefied atimesgpof the
sacred Bhagvad-Gita.”

D. Bengal

In addition to Maharashtra, the revolutionary moeem
was also strong in Bengal. The revolutionaries engaal
came from the educated classes. It's pointed @it é&tfier
1857, Bengal alone produced more intermediatesiugtas
and M.A.s than all other provinces put togethere Bame
was the condition in the following decades. It ede
educated people who became revolutionaries. Thi dame
by Bankim Chandra Chatterjee, Ramakrishna Paramsahan
Swami Vivekananda, Rajnarain Bose and NabagopataMit
had its effect. Unemployment among the educatessekain
Bengal made the situation intolerable.

Things were made worse by the anti-Bengalee attitofd
the English officials, who refused to recruit Belegs in
Government service. The Government advertisements
contained the following words: “ Bengalees Baboeschnot
apply.” This was bound to have its repercussi®hs. people
of Bengal who had fought against the European

The terrorists considered the British Governmentaas Indigo-planters with their fish-spears and bambdabs;

vicious institution which was founded on force drzaid; they
fray no hesitation in working for its destructioy hiolent
means. They virtually declared war against the guwent
and appealed to all lovers of freedom: “Do notdabdway by

we're not going to be cowed down and they accefited
challenge. The revolutionary press in Bengal akslipdd the
revolutionary movement.

false hopes and temporary conciliations. Let noy arE- Punjab

conciliatory measure of the government pacify yod acare
you away from your path. Sacrifice white blood uméetated
and pure to your gods on the altar of freedombpthees of the
martyrs are crying for vengeance, and you will lieador to
your community if you do not adequately respontheocall.”

The terrorists advocated the shooting of Europears
securing the help of the Indian soldiers in thisrkwdrhey
considered it as a sacred duty to subvert thedBritille in
India by violent means.

They were inspired by the Irish terrorists and Rarss
Nihilists and followed their method of assassingtirrupt
and unpopular officials. They also engaged in d&ito
raise funds for the purchase of arms, etc. populardwn as
Swadeshi dacoities. The
operating in Bengal, Punjab, Maharashtra, and p&i$®uth
India and even in foreign countries. Many secretet@s of
the terrorist youths also came into existence.

C. Maharashtra

Maharashtra was an important centre of the activitif the
revolutionaries. It was in this land that Shivajidhraised the
standard of revolt and laid the foundations ofe@agjMaratha
Empire. It was from Poona that the first three Resh
exercised their spiritual and secular authoritye Titlea of
Hindu-pad-padshahi was associated with this regton,
imagination of the youth of Maharashtra. There wveas
frequent epidemic and famines were due to thedBritille in
this country.

10

revolutionary terrorists rewe

The Punjab also played its part in the revolutignar
movement. The Punjabis detested the policy of sxwa
followed by the British Government in India. Thels@
protested against the treatment meted out to therhe
various parts of the British Empire and the failafethe
British Government to protect them. Sardar Ajitmddi, a
revolutionary of the Bharat Mata Society of Lahtwek an
active part against the Colonisation Act which dega the
peasants of Lyallpur and other districts of thatérof the
lands which they had converted from barren aretsrinh
fields.

F. Main Characteristics

There was a revival of revolutionary and terramstvement
in the country after the First World War. The peoplere
passing through a sense of frustration and pessirafter
agitations and demonstrations against the Rowléig, Bhe
Non-Cooperation Movement and the Khilafat Moventead
not borne the desired results. The revolutiongrigsbefore
the Youngmen of the country a new programme. Tladled
upon them to start revolutionary and uncompromising
struggle for the independence of the country. Tiney to
impress upon them to start revolutionary and
uncompromising struggle for the independence of the
country. They tried to impress upon the peoplendlid the
secret of the British character that they couldbbbied but
not argued into justice and generosity.
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The terrorism of the Government was to be met blgeing gained without violence. Moreover, armedstesice

counter-terrorism. This policy could alone
self-confidence among the people who

were suffering from a sense of utter helplessnése
revolutionaries believed that the English masterd their
hired lackeys should not be allowed to do whatévey liked
unhampered and unmolested. Every possible difficaftd
resistance must be thrown in their way.

Terrorism had an international bearing also becdhbse
attention of the enemies of England was drawn tdsvémdia
through acts of terrorism that they did not beligveerrorism
for terrorism sake. They resorted to it as an éffeeneans of
retaliation. The language they used could not bspire the
youth of the country. It would grip their heartshely would
appeal to the sense of patriotism and the absurfity
tolerating the foreign rule.

G. Words of Patriotism

Strong yearnings for sacrifice and heroic deedsldvbe
aroused. The words that follow depict their modiche youth
of the country is standing on the threshold of\ahgion in
order to cast off shackles of mental slavery anchroanal
tradition. He is heading towards the philosophyesblution.
This tendency in him is igniting the fire of hatradd struggle
against foreign domination. He wants the tyrant dmel
exploiter to be burnt to ashes. The revolt of thetl against
exploitation and injustice is taking the shape afdrism.
Terrorism is the only first step off people’s rewtdn ... The
history of all the revolutions in the world has gathis way.
Terrorism creates awe in the heart of exploitinguy and
through a policy of revenge brings self-confidenoejrage
and optimism to the oppressed and suffering maSees.
struggles launched by the suffering and oppresseglps all
over the world for their emancipation, serve asigsito the
path of revolutionaries. By the continuous and $seat
struggles, the oppressed have always overpowered
overthrown the oppressors. The Indian revoluticsglso
will inevitably be successful in their mission.”

Again,”Young Indian! Shake off illusion, face reads with
a stout Heart, and do not avoid struggles, diffieal and
sacrifices. The inevitable is yet to come. Do nonhtisguided
anymore. Peace and tranquility, you cannot havelsaid’'s
Liberty can never be achieved through peaceful legdl
means.”

H. Growth of Revolutionary Terrorism

The revolutionaries were above all sectarian amdnsonal
considerations unlike the former movements religi@s not
allowed to have residence over the secular andmeistic
outlook of its organisers who belong to differeatigious
groups in the country. The revolutionary brotheidhdad
reached a stage where there was no caste, n@retigieven
separate identity. Reference in this connectiorbeamade to

restora@gainst something “Satanic and Ignoble” was indigitmore

befitting for any nation than the prevalence offtitless and
Philosophical cowardice.” The revolutionaries wémtthe
villages not to get votes but to secure “Co-maftjos the
country who would die without anybody knowing whéneir
corpses lay. They would like to go down in histanknown,
unhonoured, unsung, unlamented and unwept. Thesal “M
lovers” of the country were not actuated by avarnitalry or
jealousy. They were inspired by a divine motivedefotion
and service.

IV. REVOLUTIONARY TERRORIST MOVEMENTS

The Revolutionary movement for Indian independesee
part of the Indian independence movement compritieg
actions of the underground revolutionary factioGsoups
believing in armed revolution against the rulingtiBh fall
into this category, as opposed to the generallggfehcivil
disobedience movement
Karamchand Gandhi. The revolutionary groups wermlsna
concentrated in Bengal, Maharashtra and Punjaisesssed
in the previous chapter. More groups were scatta@dss
India.

Broadly speaking, the history of the freedom stteggn be
divided into two distinctive phases—Pre-Gandhiamique
(1885-1919) and Post-Gandhian period (1919-1947).

A. Pre-Gandhian Period
The pre-Gandhian period can be further divided thi®

Moderate Phase (1885-1905) and the Extremist Phase

(1906-1919).

B. Moderate Phase

The first phase of twenty years of its life theitmdNational
Congress was controlled by the moderates. Thelgadi¢his

greriod were Dadabhai Naroji, Mahadev Govinda Ranade

Gopal Krishna Gokhale, W.C. Banerjee, S.N. Banerjee
Pheroz Shah Mehta etc.. All of them belonged tocathd
middle class and had very modest objectives.

Having faith in the honesty and sincerity of theitiBh
government they linked the progress of India wiltleirt
prosperity.They also believed that the British Goweent
was ignorant of Indian problems and if it would eta know
them, it would take measures to remove them. Thieg to
enlighten British public opinion and parliament ceming
Indian affairs. Without having any radical ideasyderates
wanted the removal of injustice done to IndianshyBritish
bureaucrats and demanded certain reforms in
administrative, constitutional and economic spheirestead
of demanding complete independence for India, the
moderates only asked for larger number of elected
representatives in central and provincial legiskgu They
also demanded for Indian representation in theamd@iouncil

Ramprasad Bismal and Ashfaq Ullah Khan. Both ofrthe 5t | ondon and in the Executive Councils of the @emind

were revolutionaries. Inspite of professing differesligion,
they used to eat their meals in the same platefafsivas
abused by the Muslims as a kafir but he never bethabout
it. Both of them were hanged in the Kakori conspjraase.
The revolutionaries believed that the repressivasuees of
the government had destroyed all hopes of politiefdrm

11

Provinces. With such representation, Indians wasd the
opportunity to be involved with the functioningagmocratic
government. While the demands of the moderates hzenal
in respect of administrative and constitutionabrefs, these
were revolutionary in the economic sphere.
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The worst result of the British rule was the extegmoverty
of India. To protect the Indian economy, the motlsasked
the government to stop draining off wealth fromigndeduce
the land revenue, abolish- salt tax, promote mouatetastries
and to protect trade by imposing import and exgaties. All

ISSN: 2394-0913, Volume-2 Issue-10, April 2017

Dayananda and his Arya Samaj, Swami Vivekanandaand
Ramakrishana Mission had played an important nolthis
regard.These organisations revived the glory ofiaimd
Culture and generated a sense of self-confidentgeimind
of Indians. The extremist leaders like Bipin Chandal,

these demands were presented in prayer like laeguadurobindo Ghosh, Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Lala Lajpat &c.

leaving the final decision to the mercy of the BhHtCrown.
The moderates only followed the method of prayetitipn,
representation, deputation and persuasion for whheir
approach was criticized as “political mendicandybwever,
the nature of these demands shows how the Indigiorda

Congress functioned as the spokesman of each amy ev

section of the people.
The growing popularity of the Congress appeareaithseat
to British imperialism. So the British governmeobk some

were influenced by the ideas of these reformers Wwaod
generated the spirit of patriotism along with tlewival of
Indian Culture. Forgetting the inferiority compleéke Indian
mass came forward to face the challenge of the enest
culture and British administration.

. Racial Arrogance of British

The racial arrogance and disrespectful behaviothef
Britishers towards the Indians, greatly injured irthe

measures to obstruct the functioning of the Nation&€Ntiments. Aggrieved Indians often failed to gestice

Congress. Though the moderates failed to bringiastant
gain, yet they have exposed the real motive ofBhgsh
economic imperialism. They were able to generagesttirit
of national consciousness among the people. Thayiged
political education and indirectly raised a stropgblic
opinion against the British rule. However, they @wev
protested against the government and limited thefivities
within the existing laws of British India.

C. The Extremist Phase

There was a rise of extremism or militant natiogralivithin
the National Congress extending from 1906 to 181ybung
group realized the futility of the ideology and amues of
the moderates. Instead of going out of the Congribey
wanted to capture it from within. Several factoostributed
to the growth of extremism in the freedom struggfléndia.

D. Exposure of the True Nature of the British Rule

Gradually the people of India and their leader$ized the
true nature of the British rule. They became coceththat
the British would not grant self-government to thdvhG.
Ranade’s ‘Essays in Indian Economics’, DadabhaioNar
‘Indian Poverty and Un-British Rule in India’, R.Outta’s
‘Economic History of India’ proved that the primetive of
the British Government was to exploit-India econcatiy.
Dissatisfaction over the British administration wasnarily
responsible for the growth of militant nationalism.

E. Dissatisfaction with the Ideology and Techniques of
the Moderates

A considerable section of the people within the @ess
was not satisfied with the policies of the Congrebich was
dominated primarily by the moderates. They crigdzheir
techniques of prayer and petition as political niezcy.
They were convinced that no tangible goal woulddsdized
by the moderates. Tilak criticized the sessiorth®Congress
as “the entertainments of holidays” and Lala Lajpat called
them the “annual national festivals of the educéteiians.”
Being dissatisfied with the moderate ideology, thesferred
direct action or revolutionary methods.

F. Social and Religious Awakening

against their oppression. Even the Anglo-Indian spapers
supported the stand of the Englishmen. Such aromgand
rough behaviour of Britishers, partially helped thee of
extremism.

H. Economic Exploitation and Plight of Indians

Under the British rule, the economic interest bkaktions
of Indians was hampered. The cultivators suffeneel t the
revenue policy of the government. The British Goweent
served the interests of the British traders moae the Indian
traders. The educated Indians failed to get empéoyras per
their qualifications. Industries could not growindia due to
the exploitative policy of the government. All Seos of
Indians gradually lost their faith in the Britishrsse of justice.

I. Reactionary Policies of Different British Viceroys

The extremists made a solid contribution to thdonal
movement. While the objective of ‘Poorna Swaragpined
the people, the techniques of boycott and Swadashight
economic advantages to Indians. People were masgbeurad
to make sacrifices for the sake of their motherlafideir
programme of national education aimed at the cailltur
regeneration in India. All these proved benefigiaihe long
run. Even Gandhiji adopted the techniques of theemists
later on. While previously, Indian nationalism wamfined
to the limited educated class, the extremists hadidht it
nearer to the middle and lower middle class.

Some good results also came out of extremism. The

partition of Bengal was annulled in 1911. The exists had
generated a sense of self-sacrifice in the mindindfans.
They had compelled the British Government to previd
certain constitutional privileges to Indians froime to time.
John Morley, the Secretary of State at London aonddL
Minto, the Viceroy of India had suggested certaips to
check the growing discontentment among the Indians.
Their suggestions were adopted by the British Gawent
which resulted in the passing of the Indian Couddait of
1909. The insertion of the Communal Electorate €ysin
this Act exposed the ‘divide and rule’ policy ofeth
government. However, the moderates opted to coatger
with the execution of the Act.Subsequently, thereaists
became leaderless as Tilak was imprisoned for 8atrsyin

The nineteenth century movement of renaissance aTQOS, B.C. Pal retired from active politics and #bindo

reformation helped in reviving the faith of Indiaimstheir
culture. Raja Ram Mohan Roy and his Brahmo Sameans
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went away to Pondicherry. Lala Lajpat Rai also wamta
sojourn to U.S.A. in 1914. Thus, the extremists tbsir hold
on Indian politics.

J. Home Rule Movement

spinning the charkha, boycotted foreign goods dnthes
and burned his foreign possessions on public bemfiHe
even discarded the western dresses he once sedoVdte
relationship between Gandhiji and Vallabhbhai was
concretely defined when Gandhiji was elected thesident

But the movement again gained momentum with thgs he Gujarat Sabha and Vallabhbhai the Secreita917.

formation of “Home Rule League” by Tilak. After cpieting
his term of imprisonment, Tilak returned to Indizdgoined
active politics in 1914. He tried to bring unitytiveen the
Moderates and the Extremists with the hope of Bifgimg
the national movement. But being failed to achiamgthing,
he established the Home Rule League in 28th A@il6l
Mrs. Annie Besant who had joined the Congresspésteed
a Home Rule League at London in 1914,

Both the Leagues co-operated with each other &ingle
cause. Both Tilak and Besant toured all over thentry and
carried out the message of the self-government gntloa
masses. Besant’'s newspaper ‘New India’ and Tilafosing
India’ helped in spreading the ideas of Home Rué&aders
like M.M. Malaviya, Motilal Nehru etc. were alsotracted
towards the movement. Though the movement failed
achieve its objective, yet it made a solid contiidru to the
national movement.

K. Post- Gandhian Period (1919- 1947)

‘Jalianwala Bagh Massacre’ catalyzed
movement against British rule and paved the way f
Gandhi's Non-Cooperation Movement against the &rifn
1920. After the end of World War | Turkish Khalifaas
removed, which led to a worldwide protest by Muslim
Under the leadership of the Ali Brothers,

He participated in the Nagpur flag satyagraha fiday to
August in 1923 in protest against the stopping pfacession
which carried the national flag. In 1928, Vallabhbbnce
again came to the rescue of the farmers, this timas in
Bardoli, which was then a part of Surat districtheT
Government increased the tax on the land. Thosewehe
not able to pay the high taxes, their lands werdiscated.
Vallabhbhai urged the farmers not to pay, declatirghike
unjust. He prepared the farmers for satyagraha. The
Satyagraha continued for six months. Finally theegoment
agreed to hold an inquiry into the justificationté tax hike,
released the satyagrahis and returned all condidcia¢ms
back to the farmers. So pleased was Gandhiji with
Vallabhbhai's effort that he gave him the title"8ardar" or
fRader.

In 1929 Lord Irwin promises Dominion Status for ikd
This year also saw the rise of Jawaharlal Nehrup whs
destined to become the first prime minister of fiedia.

the militant@waharlal Nehru was son of congress leader Mdgdiru.
ojawaharlal was educated in Britain from where faeigated

as a barrister. After the Jalianwala Bagh massact819, he
joined the freedom struggle. In the Lahore sessibn
Congress in 1929, under President Jawaharlal Neheu,

Mamanéesolution of "Poorna Swaraj", Complete Independen@s

Muhammad Ali and Maulana Shaukat Ali, the Muslinfs o2dopted. On December 21, 1929, the Trianga (trizdlag

South Asia launched the historic Khilafat Movemésandhi
linked the issue of Swaraj with the Khilafat issiwebring

Hindus and Muslim together in one movement. Theil Civ

was unfurled. On January 26, 1930, the first Indepeace
Day was celebrated. The Civil disobedience movemerst
started as well as the movement to no longer sutorititish

Disobedience or Non-cooperation movement was staftee Rule. Nehru spent most of the period from 1930286lin jail

ensuing movement was the first countrywide popul
movement. It began with returning of honorary stigven by
the British and then continued to a boycott ofleggslatures,
elections and government works. Foreign clotheg\warned
and Khadi (home woven cloth) became a symbol afdioen.
By the end of 1921, all of the important leaderssept
Gandhi were in jail. In February 1922, at Chaurigha Uttar

Jpr conducting civil disobedience campaigns.

M. Dandi March

On March 12, 1930, Gandhi marched from Sabarmédtiaka
to Dandi, to protest against ‘state monopoly o’ sdten
called the Dandi march. The march was 375 km a0l 26
days. As a result of this march, all of India janéhe
campaign to boycott foreign goods and refused jotages.

Pradesh, violence erupted and Gandhi called off theyqar Patel left for Dandi to prepare for Ganthigialt

movement. He was then arrested and the movemeatiend
Deshbandhu Chitt Ranjan Das, along with Matilal Neh

satyagraha. He went to villages to organize forfttoel and
lodging of the marchers. In every village he wéd@, made

founded the Swaraj Party in 1923 for maintaining Ogtirring speeches, rousing the people to join thechn to

continued participation in legislative councils.€Tparty was
soon recognized as the parliamentary wing of thegBess. In
Bengal many of the candidates fielded by the SwReajy
were elected to office. The Governor invited C.Rs[o form
a government but he declined. In 1924 Gandhi wizsised
from prison due to poor health and was electedidras of
the Indian National Congress. 1925 saw the firstmaw
becoming the president of Indian National Congnehsn
Sarojini Naidu was elected President for the Kargassion.

L. Rise of Sardar Patel and Jawaharlal Nehru

Vallabhbhai Patel, qualified as a barrister in 194r&1
returned to India to a lucrative practice in Ahmigalh But
soon following Gandhi's footsteps, Vallabhbhai totk
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Dandi. The Government swooped down and arrested him
while he was in the village of Ras. This was SaRel's first

prison sentence.

N. Government of India Act 1935 and formation of
Provincial Legislative Government

In 1935, the Government of India Act was passeth@
British Parliament. This created an All-Indian Fedi®n
based on provincial autonomy. The Congress swejit Df
11 of the provinces in July 1937. The Muslim Leagtech
claimed to represent Indian Muslims, secured |lbss ta
guarter of the seats reserved for Muslims. While,
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Political prisoners were released and civil likesti psychological blow to the confidence of British govment,
promoted, the limitations on the Act of 1935 fewalre which hastened Indian Independence.
;]c:;el\éi?c?nnsts were made. The Muslim League faredypioo Q. Cabinet Mission Plan (1946)

Muhammad Ali Jinnah, the permanent president of the!© €nd the dead lock between Congress and Muslague
Muslim League, began rumors that the Muslim miyorias " the issue of creation of Pakistan, British Goweent sent a
in danger under the Hindu majority and promotedva t 9rOUP of ministers. The mission consisted of Lomthit

separate nation plan. In 1940, the Muslim Leagussed a Layvrence, the Secretary of State for India, SirffStd
resolution demanding Pakistan after as a sepamtatry Cr|pp.s, President of the Board of Trade, and AAMxander,
after Independence. the First Lord of the Admiralty.

On December 9, 1946 the Congress started framiag th
Indian Constitution. On March 22, 1947, Lord Mouatten

In 1942, Stafford Cripps led the Cripps Missiompised arrived as the last Viceroy. It was announced fiawer
Dominion Status with the right of secession butisefl to would be transferred from British to Indian hands June
allow immediate transfer of power. The Indian leade 1948. Lord Mountbatten entered into a series &btalith the
refused to accept promises. Under tremendous peeBsunm  Congress and the Muslim League leaders. Jinnastéason
his colleagues in Congress Gandhi agreed for a maggation of Pakistan as a separate country foemtuslims.

O. Quit India Movement

independent movement. The Quit India resolution passed
in 1942, Bombay session of Congress. Gandhi stle8¥ée
shall either free India or die in the attempt. Walbnot live to
see the perpetuation of our slavery". This is fashpknown

as "Do or Die". This was declared illegal by Bititis

government and all of the prominent leaders weresged.
There were revolts all around India with the sloghiBritish
Quit India".

P. Events during Partition- Gandhi-Jinnah Talks

First partition of Bengal in 1905 had sowed thedseef
division of India. Many Muslim
entertaining the idea of a separate Muslim domahateintry.
Gandhi’s initial stand was that India should nopbetitioned
into two nations after Independence. Muhammad ilnah
wasthe leader of Muslim League, a self-proclaimeahapion
of Muslim cause. Although Muslim League never hadyar
support amongst Indian Muslims, British always saugd

Congress also agreed to the partition of India.dhamwho

had previously said that India would be partitioreer my
‘dead body’ now agreed to the partition plan. Mdatten
now prepared for the partition of the Sub-continentd
announced it on June 3, 1947. The Congress aridukim

League agreed that India would become free on Autfls
1947. The country would be partitioned under thid@puce of
the Red ClIiff Mission.

R. Independent India
On 15th August 1947 India became an independemttigou

leaders had startecand Pakistan was also formed. Jawaharlal Nehruaatkas

the first Prime Minister of Independent India. Maesxodus
of population from Islamic Pakistan to India toolage.
Nearly the whole Hindu population living in Pakis®&
Punjab and Sindh and East Bengal migrated to Indiege
numbers of Hindus were killed in the riots in Pékisand
many others were forcibly converted to Islam. Oalyew

Muslim League. The Muslim League adopted the Paikist Hindus survived in Islamic republic of Pakistan. $dons

demand in its Lahore resolution in 1940. The denstated
that the geographically contiguous regions of Indiere the
Muslims are a majority like the North West and Hestern
side of India should be constituted as indepensiités.

from Independent India also migrated to Pakistash many
Muslims were killed in riots that took place in lad But
majority of Muslims preferred to stay in India andre given
equal rights in secular India. The Muslim populatiof

On September 19, 1944, Gandhi-Jinnah talks began limdependent India was much bigger than that of peddent

Bombay over partition of India and creation of P&dan.
Gandhi insisted that he came in his personal cgpaed was
not representing Hindus or Congress. During tHestdinaah
insisted on the need for a separate Muslim stadigEan)
while Gandhi tried to impress that India needsdmain a

united one country. Talks ended on September 244 19years of struggle.

without any conclusion.

On the 21st of February 1946, mutiny broke out oard
the Royal Indian Navy. Mutiny in Royal Indian Nawas
quickly controlled. Mutiny in Royal Indian Navy onl
highlighted the amount of discontent amongst theiaim
troops who were serving British Raj. As a resulthaf Indian
National Army’s exploits in World War I, British aud
already started doubting the loyalty of the Britisidian
soldiers who formed the bulk of troops in Indiardé of
further revolts in armed forces British plannedguickly
hand over power to Indian political establishmé&mwents like
INA's capture of Kohima in World War 1l and Indidsavy
mutiny were probably not significant militarily butere a
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Pakistan. Indian independence was scarred byahena and
bloodshed of partition.

V. CONCLUSION
A hard earned, prized freedom was won after lotagiaus

fulfillment of Britain's self-appointed mission tassist the
Indian people to Self-government.
unfortunate consequence of the age old Hindu-Musfinof
the two communities’ failure to agree on how andomh
power was to be transferred. The radical view iat th
independence was finally wrested by the mass actain
1946-47 in which many Communists participated, rofés
leaders. But the bourgeois leaders of the Congfirigistened
by the revolutionary upsurge, stuck a deal withitheerialist
power by which power was transferred to them aechtition
paid the price of Partition. These visions of nothssign or
revolutionary intent,
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Frustrated by traditional religious conflict, atit@e as
they may seem blur, rather than illumine, the saméality.
In fact, the Independence- Partition duality refietche
success- failure dichotomy of the anti-imperiatigtvement
led by the Congress. The Congress had a two-fcild: ta
structuring diverse classes, communities, groupisragions
into a nation and securing independence from thidsBr
rulers for this emerging nation. While the Congressceeded
in building up a nationalist consciousness suffiti® exert
pressure on the British to quit India, it could notnplete the
task of welding the nation and particularly faitedintegrate
the Muslims into this nation. It is this contradict- the
success and failure of the national movement- whgh
reflected in the other contradiction- Independebest with it
Partition.

The two self-governing countries, India and Pakistame
into being at the stroke of midnight on 14th anthisugust
1947, respectively. Lord Mountbatten had attended t
ceremony of the transfer of power held a day eaile
Karachi, the then capital of Pakistan and a dagrlatas
present in Delhi, for the transfer of power forimdPakistan
celebrates their Independence Day on 14th Augusilew
India celebrates its Independence on 15th Augudt gear.

The independence of India was inaugurated withezap
by Jawaharlal Nehru called "Tryst with Destiny".Hde made
this speech to the Indian Constituent Assemblyaifi&@ment
on the eve of Independence, almost towards midmight4
August 1947, This is considered to be one of tleatgst and
most famous speeches of all times and encapsulh&es
victory of India achieved in its non-violent strigggainst
the British. In this legendary speech Nehru prootad, "At
the stroke of the midnight hour, when the worldepke India
will awake to life and freedom. A moment comes, ahhi
comes but rarely in history, when we step out fthmold to
the new, when an age ends, and when the soulaifanlong
suppressed, finds utterance." Through his speetinuNadso
reminded his countrymen saying, "freedom and pdwigg
responsibility”. During his speech Nehru also rernerad
those who had moved across the border during Baréind
said "We think also of our brothers and sisters e been
cut off from us by political boundaries and who aphily
cannot share at present in the freedom that has.cbiney are
of us and will remain of us whatever may happed,\a@ shall
be sharers in their good and ill fortune alike.'hieended his
speech by paying homage to India saying, "And ¢balnour
much-loved motherland, the ancient, the eternal tral
ever-new, we pay our reverent homage and we birgbtues
afresh to her service. Jai Hind [Victory to India].

as the Deputy Prime Minister. Sardar Patel invited Louis
Mountbatten, the last Governor-General of Indi@datinue
as the Governor-General of now Independent Ind@dL
Mountbatten was replaced by Chakravarti Rajagopalain
June 1948. Following Independence, India has rezdain
the Commonwealth of Nations and has maintaineteadty
relationship with the United Kingdom since then.tiBo
countries share strong cultural and social ties @rdently
there are over 1 million Indians residing in theitdd
Kingdom.

Independence Day in India is observed by markiras i
public holiday across the country. On the eve dépendence
Day each year, the Prime Minister of India delivenrs
"Address to the Nation" and hoists the nationaj #aithe Red
Fort. This is followed by twenty one gun shots anbur of
the occasion and the singing of the national anthem
Government buildings are beautifully lit up and cals,
colleges and offices around the country have flagptimg
ceremonies. People also fly tricolour kites whioh symbolic
of freedom and a popular way to enjoy and commetaora
Independence Day.
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The Independence of India on 15th August 1947 also

marked the end of the Interim Government of Indmch was

formed on 2 September 1946 from the newly elected

Constituent Assembly of India and that was resjmadior
the transition of India and Pakistan from Britighdia to

Independence. The Constitution was adopted by the

Constituent Assembly on 26 November 1949 and caee i
force on 26 January 1950 (which is celebrated guBRe
Day every year). By the adoption of the Constitutithe
Union of India came to be known as the Republitndfa.
After Independence, Jawaharlal Nehru was appoiatd
the first Prime Minister of India and Sardar Vatabai Patel
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